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Faith of Our Fathe 


A living faith--a faith that literally moved mountains of colonizing 
problems, mountains of tragedy, sorrow and hardship and yet brought 
with it mountains of joy- -characterized the lives of pioneer settlers in 
Heber City and Wasatch County. E 

Theirs was a faith that had spurred them to move from other areas 
into this new frontier land where they had to wrestle with the soil and 
the elements for new homes. new farms and a new kind of life. Ir was 
a faith, also, that moved them to great spiritual works. They found 
no established meeting houses, well organized and conveniently operating. 
when they came. They had to build their own buildings. provide their 
own leadership and work hard to bring righteousness into their area. 
This they did. and did it with a determined faith that would not allow 
them to sacrifice the precious religious heritage that had brought them 
to this land and that sustained them each day of their lives. 

The first group that was organized to come to the valley had an 
appointed religious leader, H 


yu ader, Elder William Mecks. All the settlers were 
Latter-day Saints. and they looked to their spiritual leaders for temporal 
guidance also. 

When Elder Meeks left the valley. William Madison Wall became 
the area's presiding elder. He served until President Brigham Young or- 
dained Joseph S. Murdock to be bishop of a new ward that was created 
in Heber City in 1861. 

Abram Hatch succeeded Bishop Murdock in 1867 and he served 
until 1877 when he was called as the first president of the new Wasatch 
Stake, One of his first acts as stake president was to arrange a special 
conference at which the Heber Ward was divided into the Heber East 
and the Heber West Wards. 
~~ Main Street was declared the dividing line, and all those east of 
the street were naturally in the East Ward and those west of Main 
were in the West Ward. 


Even though there were now two wards in Heber City, they con- 


tinued for a time to hold a joint Sunday School. Sunday School services 
had been held since 1862 under the direction of Thomas H. Giles, the 
first Heber Ward superintendent. Others who served in that capacity 
were John Galligher, Samuel Wing, Henry Clegg, Frederick Giles and 
William Lindsay. 

The first meetings had been held in the log church and school build- 


ing erected in 1860. A new stone building housed the Sunday Schools in 
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1866 and finally by 1874 a Social Hall was used. Finally the Stake 
“House was completed in 1887 and Sunday School meetings of the two 
wards were still held conjointly in the Stake House. 

When the two wards were organized in 1877, Thomas Rasband 
was called to be bishop of the Heber East Ward. He chose John Muir 
and Harmon Cummings as his counselors. Bishop Rasband served until 
July 24. 1884, when an accident claimed his life. In the Heber West 
Ward. William Forman was sustained as the first bishop. with John 
Crook and George T. Giles as his counselors. 


For some time after their organization the two wards continued to 
hold joint meetings. Sacrament meetings were held Sunday afternoons 
at 2 p.m. The two bishoprics, each in turn, took charge of the meetings. 

The large bell in the belfry of the stake house pealed out every Sab- 
bath at 9:30 a.m. to remind the people of Sunday School and at 1:30 p.m. 
to remind them that Sacrament meeting was in half-an-hour, 


Primary meetings were held in the back room of the Stake House on 
separate days for each ward. Relief Society meetings were also in the 
back room on Thursday afternoons. For some time, fast day was ob- 
served on the first Thursday of the month, and on this day the brethren 
would leave their work in the fields to join with the Relief Society sisters 
in the afternoon for a fast and testimony bearing meeting. Mutual Im- 
provement Association meetings were originally held in the upper room 
of the old tithing office, and later in the stake house. 

No exact information is available as to the year that the tithing of- 
fice was built. However, it was in full operation by 1888 when James 
H. Moulton was appointed as Stake Tithing Clerk. 

In the early days of the valley the tithing office was an important 
institution, Practically all of the tithing was paid by Church members 
in produce, and the office served as a central place for receiving and stor- 
ing the goods. 

The tithing office was built on the east side of Main Street at First 
North. The block on which the tithing office stood was also purchased 
by the church for other storage buildings. Sandstone was used to con- 
struct the tithing office, which was two stories high. There were two 
rooms on the ground floor, the main room on the west being used to 
transact business. The other main floor room was used as an office where 
groups could meet for any public, private or Church business. There 
was a large book cupboard in this room which served as a public library 
for some time. A set of encyclopedias donated to the community by 
James B. Wilson was the main attraction in the room, 


On the second floor of the building there was a large meeting room 
used by many Church organizations. The basement was a large storage 
cellar and was divided into bins for potatoes and other vegetables. 

North of the office building was a large two story granary. Each 
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Old Fort Heber s i i 
eber showing the locations of the families i i 
i y a s amilies who built their es 
there in 1859. oan 


: os area for the fort was 80 rods square, lying between what is 

bs ee West and Fourth West Streets and 2nd North and 5th North 

otreets. 

beat that fort area the company of men built their houses close 

‘aget er, with sufficient openings to let their stock in and out. The houses 
ere built with green cottonwood logs that were cut on the river bottoms. 


FIRST CHRISTMAS IN WASATCH COUNTY 
-From -the available records it can be assumed that the very 
first Christmas in Wasatch County was a lonely affair for the two 
men who shared it. Wm. Mecks and Wm. Wall hac made camp 
for themselves and their cattle on Daniel Creek. They had cut 
sufficient grass in the valley to winter their cattle. This was the 
winter of 1858-1859 but is not classed as actually being the firs 


- winter the valley was inhabited. 


With the coming of spring in 1859, a new life began for Het» 
Valley. Hopeful settlers arrived and here they built their hors- 
from whatever materials the land provided. The cabins we 
built in fort shape to protect the settlers from wild beasts == 
savage men. In the center of the fort a meeting house was erecte’ 
which served for all purposes. In this humble, makeshift townsi\~ 


nineteen families win intered and celebrated the first real Christma» 
r acquaintance with these families assures aL Chris first 


Wasatch County Christmas was a very easter, and happy one. 
No moaning, no tears, you can wager—instead they gave anks 
to their Maker for deliverance from their enemies. They praised 
their Father, who granted them the privilege of making their homes 
in Wasatch County. 

Turner Building Supply takes this opportunity to extend greet- 
ings and thanks to all settlers of Wasatch for their patronage. 
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